
  

 

 

MANIFESTO 

for Ethical Nature Photography 

 

PREAMBLE 

The League for the Protection of Birds (LPO), publisher of L’Oiseau Mag, the Camera Natura association, and Image & 

Nature magazine have reflected on the role and approach of nature photographers at a time of biodiversity collapse 

and climate change. 

This reflection led to this manifesto for the ethical practice of nature photography. Professional and amateur 

photographers alike are invited to respect and promote the following principles. 

I RESPECT NATURE 

As a nature photographer, I undertake not to disturb species or habitats and to limit my creative freedom to actions 

that have no impact on wildlife or flora. The systematic pursuit of spectacular images, photographs motivated solely 

by the rarity of a species, competition, or commercial interests is contrary to ethical nature photography. I strive 

instead for a fresh perspective and authentic observation. 

I FOLLOW THE LAW 

Nature photography must comply with official legislation, scientific recommendations, and guidance from nature 

conservation organizations. I undertake to know, respect, and promote the laws protecting species and their habitats. 

Manipulating wildlife without expert supervision or authorized scientific study, as well as baiting or staging scenes, 

are prohibited. 

I AM FAMILIAR WITH THE TOPIC 

Sensitivity to human disturbance varies depending on species and season. A sound knowledge of wildlife, including 

careful study of the biology and behaviour of the species being photographed, is the best way to avoid causing 

disturbance or habitat damage. When in doubt, guidance from an experienced naturalist is strongly recommended. 

I SHARE KNOWLEDGE 

Nature photography encourages a realistic understanding of the living world and contributes to research on the state 

of nature. For more than a century it has been an essential tool for scientists and an important source for philosophers, 

sociologists, and historians. It raises public awareness through knowledge and fosters respect for life. 

By signing this manifesto, I commit to being transparent about my approach and photographic techniques, to 

respecting the natural world, and to sharing these values of integrity with others. 

 

Date: ……………………………………………………        Signature: 

Name: …………………………………………………. 


